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Amepdments to the Claims 
Listing of Claims 

This listing of the claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application. 

CLAIMS 

1, (Currently amended) A method for operating a computer to present historical information 
about hyperlinks shown on web pages, the method comprising operations of: 

responsive to each occasion on which a computer receives user selection of a hyperlink to 
download underlying data represmted by the hyperlink, the computer downloading the 
underlying data represented by the hyperlink and recording predetermined ^ppes 
characteristics of the underlying data in a database; 
responsive to a computer receiving predetermined user input including direction of a 
cursor proximate a hyperlink, 

the computer consulting the database to determine whether one or more users in a 
predefined access group have previously selected the hyperlink to download 
underlying data represented by the hyperlink; and 
only if one or more of the users have previously selected the hyperiink, presenting 
information representing characteristics of the underlying data obtained from 
previous selections of the hyperlink by users in the access group; 
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the computer fVhtairiing user selection of types of characteris tics of interest to the user: 
and 

the presenting operation is limited to characteristics of the underlying da ta of the selected 

2. (Original) The method of claim 1, the presenting operation including at least one of the 

following: displajdng text, displaying graphics, generating sound, providing tactile output 

3. (Original) The method of claim 1 , the operations further comprising: 

prior to consulting the database, selecting the database ftom multiple available databases. 

4. (Cancelled) 

5. (Original) The method of claim 1 , tiie predetenmined user input additionally including 

depressing of one or more buttons on a computer mouse while the cursor is proximate the 
hyperlink. 

6. (Original) The method of claim 1, the access group having a sole user, and the presenting 

operation presenting information representing characteristics of the underlying data obtained 
from previous selections of the hyperlink by the sole user. 

7. (Original) The method of claim 1, the access group having multiple users, and the presenting 

operation presenting information representing characteristics of the underlymg data obtained 
from previous selections of the hyperlink by any of the midtiple users, 

8. ( Currentiv amended^ A method for operating a computer to present historical information 

about hyperlinks shown on web t^ges. the method comprising operations of: 

responsive to each occasion on which a computer receives user selection of a hyperlink to 
download underlying data represented bv the hyperlink, the computer downloading th 
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underlying data represeated bv the hyperlink and recording pred etermined 
characteristics of the_i tndftrlYi"B data in a database: 
responsive to a computer receiying predetermined user inpnt includi ng direction of a 
cursor proximate a hyperlink. 

the computer consulting the database to determ ine whether one or more users in a_ 
predefined access group have preyiously selected the hyperlink to download 
underlying d ata represented bv the hyperlink: 
only if one or more of the users have previously selected the hyp erlink, presenting 
information representing characteristics of the underlying data obtained firom 
previous selections of the hyperiink bv users in the access group: 
further response to each occasion on which the computer receives user selection of a 
hyperlixik to download imderlying data represented by the hyperlink: 

the computer soliciting user specification of one or more of the following for the 
underlying data: 

user rating of the underlying data; 

one or more representative multhnedia symbols of one or more of the following 
types: graphics images, sounds, videos, animations, tactile sensations; ^d 
the computer recording the user specification in the database in association with the 
hyperlink. 

9. (Currently amended) The method of claim 1, where the characteristics of the underlying data 
obtained from previous selections include one or more of the following: 
size of the imderlying data; 
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dates of one or more previous selections f the hyperlink; 

information representing a length of time required to download the underlying data; 
times of one or more previous selections of the hyperlink; 
number of previous selections of the hyperlink; 

one or more representative multimedia symbols, including one or more of the following: 

graphics, sound, animation, video; 
user ratings of the underlying data; 

whether the underlying data constitutes a web site that is undCT construction; 
whether the hyperlink represents an expired link; 
whether the user has bookmarked the underlying data; and 
any cirors occurring during previous selections of the hyperlink. 
10. (Currently amended) A method for operating a computer to present historical information 
about hyperlinks shown on web pages, the method comprising operations of: 

responsive to each occasion on which a computer receives user selection of a hyperlink to 
download underlying data represented by the hyperlink, the computer downloading the 
underlying data represented by the hyperlink and recording predetermined iype^ 
charact^stics of the imderlying data in a database; 
responsive to user instructions to download a web page, 

the computer identifying any hyperlinks contained in the web page and determining 
whether one or more users in a predefined access group have previously selected 
the hyperlink to download underlying data represented by the hyperlink; 
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for each previously selected hyperlink, retrieving one or more characteristics of the 
imderlying data obtained from previous selections of the hyperlink by users in the 
access group; fffid 

during times when the computer receives predeteraiined user input including direction of 
a cursor proximate a hyperlink, the computer presenting information representative of 
the retrieved characteristics for the proximate hyperlink; 

the computer obtaining user selection of tvpes of characteristics o f interest to the usen 
and 

the presenting operation is limited to characteristics of the underlying data of the selected, 
types. 

1 1 . (Currently amended) A method for operating a computer to present hyperlink specific 

historical infomiation for a predefined group of computer users, the method comprising the 
operations of: 

responsive to any user in the group selecting a hyperlink to download underlying data 
represented by the hyperlink, recording predetermined characteristics of the underlying 
data in a shared database accessible to all users in the group; 

responsive to any user in the group directing a computer to perform predetmnined 
actions including directing a cursor proximate a hyperlink, that computer accessing the 
shared database to determine whether any user in the groi^ has previoiisly selected the 
hyperlink to download underlying data rqjresented by the hyperlink, and only if one or 
more users in the group have previously selected the hyperlink* the computer 
referencing the shared database to obtain charact^stics of the underlying data fiom the 
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previous selections of the hyperlink and then presenting information representing the 
obtained characteristic to the user, 
the computer nhtajninp user selection of types of characteristics of in terest to the user, 
and 

the presenting operation is limited to characteristics of the underlying data of the selected 
types, 

12, (Currently amended) A signal-hearing medium tangibly embodying a program of machine- 
readable instructions executable by a digital processing apparatus to perform a method for 
operating a computer to present historical information about hyperlinks shown on web 
pages, the method comprising operations of: 

responsive to each occasion on which a computer receives user selection of a hyperlink to 
download und^lying data represented by the hyperlink, the computer downloading the 
underlying data represented by the hyperlink and recording predetermined ^fpes 
characteristics of the underlying data in a database; 
responsive to a computer receiving predetermined user input including direction of a 
cursor proximate a hyperlink, 

the computer consulting the database to determine whether one or more users in a 
predefined access group have previously selected the hyperlink to download 
underlying data represented by the hyperlink; asd 
only if one or more of the users have previously selected the hyperlink, presenting 
information representing characteristics of the underlying data obtained fiom 
previous selections of the hyperlink by users in the access group; 
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the computer obta inin g irser selectton of ty pes of diaracteristics of interest to the usen 
and 

the presenting operation is limited to diaracteristics of the un derlying data of the selected 
types, 

13. (Original) The medium of claim 12, thepresaiting operation including at least one of the 
following: displaying text, displaying graphics, generating sounds providing tactile output, 

14. (Original) The medium of claim 12, the operations further comprising: 

prior to consulting the database, selecting the database from multiple available databases. 

15. (Cancelled) 

16. (Original) The medium of claim 12, the predetermined user input additionally including 
depressing of one or more buttons on a computer mouse while the cursor is proximate the 
hyperlink* 

17. (Original) The medium of claim 12, the access group having a sole user, and the presenting 
operation presenting information representing characteristics of the imderlying data obtained 
from previous selections of the hyperlink by the sole user. 

18. (Original) The medium of claim 12, the access group having multiple users, and the 
presrating operation presenting information representing characteristics of the underlying 
data obtained from previous selections of the hyperlink by any of &e mxiltiple users. 

19. f Currentlv Amended^ A simal-bearine medium taneiblv embodying a program of machine- 
readable instructions executable by a digital processing apparatus to perfonn a method for 
operating a computer to t^resent historical infoimation about hvp^links shown on web 
pages, the method comprising operations ofi 
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responsive to each occasion on which a computer receives user selection of a hyperlink to 
download underlying data represented bv the hyperlink, the comput er downloading the 
underlying data represented bv the hyperlink and recording predetenrnned 
characteristics of the underlying data in a database: 
responsive to a computer receiving predetennined user input including direction of a 
cursor proximate a hyperlink. - 

the computer consulting the database to determine whether one or more users in a 
predefined access group have previously selected the hyperlink to download 
underlying data represented bv the hyperlink: 
only if one or more of the users have previously selected the hyperlink, presenting 
information t^resenting characteristics of the underlying data obtained from 
previous selections of the hyperlink bv users in the access p'oup: 
further responsive to each occasion on which the computer receives user selection of a 
hyperlink to download underlying data represented by the hyperlink: 

the computer soliciting user input specifying one or more of the following for the 
underlying data: 

user rating of the underlying data; 

one or more rqiresentative multimedia symbols of one or more of the following 
types: graphics images, sounds, videos, aninaations, tactile sensations; and 
the computer recording the user specification in the database in association with the 
hyperiink. 
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20, (Original) The medium of claim 12, where the characteristics of the underlying data obtained 
from previous selections include one or more of the following; 

size of the underlying data; 

dates of one or more previous selections of the hyperlink; 

information representing a length of time required to download the underlying data; 
times of or more previous selections of Ae hyperlink; 
number of previoxis selections of the hyperlink; 

one or more rqnesentative multimedia symbols, including one or more of the following: 

graphics, sound, animation, video; 
user ratings of the underlying data; 

whether the underlying data constitutes a web site that is under construction; 

whether the hyperlink represents an expired link; 

whether the user has bookmarkcd the underiymg data; 

any errors occurring during previous selections of the hyperlink. 

2 1 . (Currently amended) A signal-bearing medium tangibly embodying a program of madiine- 
readable instructions executable by a digital processing ^paratus to perform a method for 
operating a computer to present historical information about hyperlinks shown on web 
pages, the method comprising operations of: 

responsive to each occasion on which a computer receives user selection of a hyperlink to 
download underlying data represented by the hyp^iink, the computer downloading the 
underlying data represented by the hyperlink and recording predetermined typ es 
characteristics of fh& underlying data in a database; 
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responsive to user instructions to download a web page, 

the computer identifying any hyperlinks contained in the web page and determining 

whether one or more users in a predefined access group have previously selected 

the hyperlink to download underlying data represented by the hyperlink; 
for each previously selected hyperlink, retrieving one or more characteristics of the 

underlying data obtained firom previous selections of the hyperlink by users in the 

access groxip; asd 

during times when the computer receives predetermined user input including direction of 
a cursor proximate a hyperlink, the computer presenting information representative of 
the retrieved characteristics for the proximate hyperlink; 

the computer^obtaining user selection of types of characteristics of interest to the user: 
and 

the presenting operation is limited to characteristics of the underlyin g data of the selected 
typ es, 

22. (Currently amended) An information system, comprising: 
one or more input devices; 
a storage; 

m computer, the computer being coupled to the input devices and the storage, and 
configured to perform opa^ons to present historical information about hyperlinks 
shown on web pages, the operations comprising: 

responsive to each occasion on which a computer receives iiser selection of a 
hyperlink to download underlying data represented by the hyperlink, the computer 
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downloading the underlying data represented by the hyperlink and recording 
predetennined typo s characteristics of the underlying data in a database; 
responsive to a computer receiving predetennined user input including direction of a 
cursor proximate a hyperlink, 

the computer consulting the database to determine whether one or more users in 
a predefined access group have previously selected the hyperlink to download 
underlying data represented by the hyperlink; and 
only if one or more of the users have previously selected the hyperlink, 
presenting information representing characteristics of the underlying data 
obtained from previous selections of the hyperlink by users in the access group; 
the comp uter nhtamin g user selection of types of characteristics of interest to the 
user: and 

the presenting operation is limited to characteristics of the underlying data of the 
selected types. 

23. (Currently amended) An information system, comprising: 
one or more input devices ; 
a storage including a database; 

a computer, coupled to the input devices and the storage, and configured to perform 
operations to present historical information about hyperlinks shown on web pages, the 
operations comprising: 

responsive to each occasion on which the computer receives user selection of a 
hyperlink to download underlying data represented by the hyperlink, the computer 
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downloading the underlying data represented by the hyperlink and recording 
predetermined characteristics of the underlying data in a database; 
responsive to user instructions to download a web page, 

the computer identifying any hyperlinks contained in the web page and 
determining whether one or more uscts in a predefined access group have 
previously selected the hyperlink to download underlying data represented by 
thehyperhnk; 

for each previously selected hyperlink, retrieving one or more characteristics of 
the underlying data obtained fiom previous selections of the hyperlink by users 
in the access group; 
during times when the computer receives predetermined user input including 
direction of a cursor proximate a hyperlink, the computer presenting information 
representative of the retrieved characteristics for the proximate hyperlink; 
the computer obtaining user selection of types of characteristics of interest to the 
user, and 

the presenting operation is limited to characteristics of the underlying data of the 
selected tvnes. 

24. (Currently amended) An information system, comprising: 
a shared database; mA 

multiple computers each having access to Ihe shared database; 
09/507,485 TUC9- 1999-0061 USl 13 
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where the computers are configured to present hyperlink specific historical download 
information for a predefined group of computer users by performing operations 
comprising: 

responsive to any user in the group selecting a hyperlink to download underlying data 
represented by the hyperlink, recording predetermined characteristics of the 
underlying data in a shared database accessible to all users in the group; 

responsive to any user in the group directing a computer to perform predetermined 
actions including directing a cursor proximate a hyperlink, that computer accessing 
the shared database to deteraiine whether any user in the group has previously 
selected the hyperlink to download underiying data represented by the hyperlink, 
and only if one or more users in the group have previously selected the hyperlink, 
the computer referencing the shared database to obtain characteristics of the 
underlying data fix)m the previous selections of the hyperlink and then presenting 
information representing the obtained characteristic to the user, and 

the computer obt fli'm'Tijc r hsrt selection of types of characteristics of interest to the 

the presenting operation is limited to characteristics of the und erlying data of the 
$ele<?tP4tVP??' 
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